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IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION NOTICE: 

This manual contains important instructions that  
must be passed on to the user of this product.  
Please do not remove this manual before delivery 
to the end user.

SUPPLIER:  

This manual must be given to the user of this product.

USER: 

Before using this product, read entire manual and save 
for future reference.

Houdini Harness
Model 13

Installation and
User Manual



 

MODEL 13 
 

Specially designed to restrain the children or adult during transport when seated in a single seat 
or high backed double seats where the back rest is split to the seat level. 

Alternatively, this harness can also be used to offer postural support & assist in  seating the  
occupant in an upright sitting position. 

 
This harness is also suitable for use on wheelchairs & some easy chairs. 

 
It is particularly suitable for clients who are confused or have challenging behaviour or learning 

difficulties as it is REAR FASTENING with all three buckles behind the seat back. 
 

To fit the harness easy access is required all the way round the seat back & underneath the base of the seat cushion. 
                                                            

It is not a safety harness & should be worn in conjunction with the vehicle safety belt. 

This harness is fitted with three press button buckles as 
standard but can also be fitted with three steel safety 

buckles on request. 

Model 13H has passed Dynamic Impact  
Testing to ISO Draft Standard 10542 Pulse  

& complies with the VSE 87/1 voluntary  
code of practice. 

Model 13 is available in two sizes. 

Up to 6 yrs  13J 
7 yrs to Adult 13H 

Standard Buckle 

13J/STEEL3 
13H/STEEL3 

Steel Buckle 

 



 

MODEL 13 FITTING INSTRUCTIONS 
 

1. Place the PVC chest pad against the patient’s chest. 
  

2. Pass both horizontal fixing straps around the patient and fasten straps behind the seat back.  
The lower strap at waist level and the top strap at chest level to hold the patient  

securely in an upright sitting position.  
 

3. Pass the shoulder straps over the patient’s head and shoulders so that the press button  
part of the buckle is hanging down behind the seat back.  

The shoulder straps can be adjusted in length so that the vehicle buckle can be positioned  
well away from their head and out of sight and out of reach of the passenger.  

 
4. Pass the understrap between the patient’s knees, down underneath the seat base and up behind  

the seat back to connect to the press button half of the shoulder strap buckle.  
 

5 Adjust all straps to fit securely yet comfortably. 

If you should need further advise about this product please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 

IMPORTANT:  BELTS AND HARNESSES SHOULD BE REPLACED IF THEY SHOW ANY SIGN OF  
FRAYING OR CUTS, AND ESPECIALLY IF THEY HAVE. BEEN INVOLVED IN AN ACCIDENT.  



Steel Safety Buckle 

This buckle has proven extremely successful when fitted to our harnesses 
as an alternative to the standard ‘quick release’ buckle. 

It helps prevent those passengers with inquisitive fingers, challenging behaviour 
or learning difficulties from releasing the harness buckle. 

The buckle operates in reverse to the standard vehicle buckles as it is opened by 
raising a spring loaded lever or over-catch and will not press release. 

The spring loaded over-catch locks the buckle when assembled and prevents accidental opening. 

There is a knurled sliding bar for adjustment designed to prevent webbing slip. 

The buckle is made from Type 316 Stainless Steel and Nylon 6 and is assembled with tamper proof screws. 

40/45mm buckle - B/Strain 630 kgs. 
50mm buckle - B/Strain 500 kgs 

We recommend that the buckle instructions provided with each harness are displayed in a prominent 
position in the vehicle - to instruct the user how to release the buckle mechanism in the event of an accident. 

40mm Buckle 50mm Buckle 

Emergency Seat Belt Cutter 

We strongly recommend that a seat belt cutter 
is kept in the vehicle as a safety precaution. 

It is perfectly safe as the blade is encased.

#4604-0010-017



Washing Instructions 

 HAND WASH ONLY - In warm water up to 70/80 degrees.

 Use mild detergent/anti-bacterial liquid wash.

 Mild disinfectant can be used.

 DO NOT USE BLEACH

 DO NOT TUMBLE DRY

General maintenance of our belts & harnesses: 

 Regularly inspect the belt or harness for damage, wear or malfunction. If any problems
are identified replace it immediately.

 Regular checks are also necessary to assess the harness is still meeting the needs of the
user as over time these may change

 Belts and harnesses should be replaced if they show any sign of fraying or cuts.

 If the equipment was used during an accident, it should be replaced immediately.

 Avoid contact with corrosive liquids and keep the webbing away from sharp edges.

 All webbing and components can be cleaned as necessary. Please use warm soapy water
(up to 70/80˚) and a clean soft cloth.

 Rinse with clear water, and allow to air dry. Please use mild detergent or anti bacterial
wash. Do not tumble dry.

 Mild disinfectant or a mild spray disinfectant can be used ‐ but do not use products
containing bleach.

 IMPORTANT: when cleaning or disinfecting do not immerse buckles in disinfectant or
water.

 If storing a harness with a PVC/Leatherette chest or back pad, do not fold.
This may create creases which could cause discomfort to the passenger.

 Do not attempt to modify the equipment, if there is a problem please contacts us.



Transport of Special Needs Passengers 

Disabled children and adult passengers travelling in vehicles should always wear a safety belt or  
special restraint during transport. Our range of vehicle harnesses are not designed to replace the  

safety harness - but work in conjunction with it to offer both safety plus support and in some cases 
a certain degree of restraint.  

• The existing inertia seat belt fitted in the vehicle may not offer sufficient support to the more
severely disabled and it may be necessary to provide an extra restraint to hold the passenger
in an upright sitting position, in combination with the seat belt.

• Small children should be raised by a booster cushion’ so that the restraint fits better and the
child more comfortable during transport.

 Front seat disabled passengers in vehicles, frequently fall sideways out of the diagonal chest
strap especially going around corners or sudden braking. Two vertical static shoulder straps
would offer additional support.

• The combination of the existing car safety belt and the added special restraint offers added
security and ensures that the disabled passenger will be well protected during transport.

• If no safety belt is available, the disabled person should be given some support or protection
in a Disabled Person’s Restraint.

BOOSTER CUSHIONS 

Booster cushions can be used in conjunction 
with all our range of  vehicle harnesses.  

This helps to raise the child to the correct 
height for wearing the vehicle safety belt. 

For current laws and guidelines please visit
the government website for your country 
which contains these regulations. 

Please note that all our range of vehicle harnesses 
are designed for special needs passengers and 

should  be worn in  conjunction with the existing 
safety belt in the vehicle.  

Illustrating one of our harnesses fitted in conjunction 
with the existing vehicle safety belt. 





New Zealand Head Office
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